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DANGER

OF

COMPRESSION OF THE HEAD IN
HYDROCEPHALUS.

M. TROUSSEAU reports a case which

signalises this danger in a decided manner.
He was called in by a fellow practitioner
to be consulted respecting an hydrocephalic
infant about six months old, for whom
the most efficient medicinal treatment had

proved without avail. The head was as

large as that of a child ten years old, and all
its sutures widely separated. To remedy
these conditions a bandage was applied com-
pressing the head in every direction. In
the language of the report, " all went on
well for upwards of two months;" but on
the approach of teething effusion within the
ventricles rapidly increased, and the band-
age was changed. The parents of the child
were enjoined that they should apprise the
medical attendants immediately on the
occurrence of coma or convulsions (accidents
nerveux). Coma, in fact, supervened, of the
danger attending which, however, the

parents took little heed, and the medical
men were not apprised ; and a few days
afterwards a sudden flow of limpid fluid
took place from the nostrils, the head as

suddenly diminished in size, and the child
instantly died. It would seem that the
accumulated fluid being prevented by the

bandage from distending the head further on Iits sides and summit, had burst through the
lower parts of the brain, separated the
bones at the base of the skull, and escaped
by way of the aethmoid into the nares.&mdash;

L’Experience, quoting the Journal de Mede-
cine April 1843.
* It is remarked in the report that

" the fatal event might have beeti avoided
if the neglect of the parents had not dis
allowed of the surgeon’s removing the band-
age JU order to apply another exerting less
compression." But it is obvious that
this is a very rash conjecture in favour of a
plan so philosophically absurd as that of

combating a vital action by purely mechani-
cal means. The case affords a standing
example of the folly of " pure" surgery.

SULPHATE OF IRON FOR ERYSIPELAS.-
M. Velpeau employs, as a local application
in erysipelas, a solution of an ounce of sul-
phate of Iron in a pint of watei- ; or an oint-
meat of two drachms of the sulphate to an
ounce of lard. The salt must be reduced tn
a most impalpable powder before being
mixed with the lard ; it is then to be rubbed

freely over, and a little beyond, the whole
inflamed surface. When the solution is em-
ployed the skin is to be kept constantly
most. In twenty-four cases M. Velpeau
sa)s no one spot of inflammation resisted
these means for more than two days.

THE LANCET.

London, Saturday, July 15, 1843.

HYDROCEPHALUS.&mdash;VALUE OF CLASSICAL KNOWLEDGE.

GREAT difference of opinion has always
existed as to the value of classical attain-

ments to practitioners of medicine. The

fellows s of the London College of Physicians,
formerly good scholars, however little distin-

guished in that way at present, used to carry
their admiration of classical learning to a

preposterous height. Provided a man could

read the Greek physicians in their native

tongue, they cared not for his ignorance of
modern authors and the current practice of
medicine. Extreme views often generate
their perfect opposites, acting equally preju-
dicially to the progress of knowledge. In

opposition to the ultra-classical doctors

arose a sect of " practical men," who de-
clared their inability to perceive any relation
whatsoever between philology and the

exercise of the healing art, asking, for in-
stance, Whether we suppose that a know-

ledge of the derivation of the word phthisis
will aid us to prevent the formation of

tubercles, or to cure confirmed consumption?
" Do you imagine," they would say, " that
" the etymology of the term endermic has

" any influence whatever on the effect of

44 tartar-emetic ointment rubbed into the
" skin? Do you believe that the views of
" GALEN, relative to eruptive diseases, can
become a useful guide to you in the treat-
ment of small-pox or measles, diseases
&laquo; which he neverheard of?" These are styled
 common-sense questions." Nevertheless

they are nonsensically irrelevant to the point
at issue. True, it would be ridiculous to deny
that a medical man, however profound in

, Greek literature, who is ignorant of patho-
logy and remedial means, is, for all profes-

sional purposes, a mere pedant. True it is

that a " practical man " whose path is un-
’ iUumined by the mellow light of classic

antiquity, may exercise his art with great
efficacy. But in estimating the utility of
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any literary pursuit with reference to a that had he lived at a more advanced period
science, or a practical art, three things of science he would have actually arrived
should be considered,-First, how far that at the discovery of the circulation. Hence,
pursuit opens to the student sources of in- there is also little doubt that had his writ-

formation in the science or art which he ings been as generally familiar to physiolo-
would not otherwise possess? Secondly, gists as they ought to have been after the

how far it promotes the communication or revival of letters, HARVEY would not have

perpetuation of knowledge relating to such been the first to promulgate this fundamental
science or art? Thirdly, how far it may doctrine of physiology. It is almost super.

prepare the mind for the reception of the fluous to add, that there are to be found in

science in its fullest advantages, and the the writings of the Greeks not only the

acute exercise of the art? origin, but an ample development, of those
First. To what extent does a knowledge humoral doctrines which, recently revived

of the classical languages open sources of in an improved form, are likely to effect such
information on medicine which would not extensive and beneficial alterations in medi.

otherwise be possessed? cal theory and practice.
A small acquaintance with the writings of Secondly, how far does an acquaintance

the Greek physicians may easily induce a with the classical languages tend to promote
thoughtful man to consider, and a more ex- the communication and perpetuation of

tensive perusal will certainly confirm the medical science ?

impression, that they contain the germs of The Greek language, as constituting the
the most important discoveries in modern most copious and appropriate of all sources

physiology. The notion of the distinct of scientific terminology, is an essential

functions of the motor and sensatory nerves means of communicating and transmitting
is as old as ARET&AElig;US, and was fully pro&deg; the doctrines and facts, both of medicine

pounded by GALEN. If the last-named and every other science. A student who is

physiologist failed to establish the fact on an destitute of a knowledge of this superb
accurate basis, that was merely because the language, finds himself overwhelmed, in medi.
state of science in his time rendered it im- cal literature, with sesquipedalic words to

possible for him to do so ; but the discovery which he can attach no intrinsic meaning,and
of the distinct functions of the nerves re- experiences, therefore, the utmost difficulty
ferred to is unquestionably of Greek origin ; in associating the term with the thing sig-
and, without wishing to detract, in the nified; but if reasonably proficient in Greek,
smallest degree, from the merit of Sir C. he at once, and without difficulty, connects
BELL and others, to whom the modern dis- them in his mind, and, in many instances,
covery is attributed, we affirm that if the finds the term admirably indicative of the

writings of GALEN had been generally fami- thing signified. For example; in pathology
liar to the physiologists of the last century, he finds that the term hypertrophy means a
this discovery must inevitably have been morbid augmentation of the natural sub.

made many years before it actually was stance of a part,-an increase in the quantity
elicited. GALEN, again, was continually of the tissues which compose it, without

stumbling on the very threshold of the cir- alteration in the character of those tissues.

culation, although those are in error who If ignorant of Greek, what a time will

imagine that he did really discover that pass before this is fixed in his mind, first

function. In our opinion GALEN knew no learning, then forgetting, then relearning, and
more of the real course of the blood than again forgetting the exact meaning of

did the child unborn; but he was possessed " hypertrophy !" But if he know that 

of much knowledge that pointed directly to- means over and above, and , I nourish,
wards the truth, and there is little doubt he immediately connects the term with the
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state of over-nutrition, which is precisely
that intended to be designated, and the word
thus not only is retained with facility, but
serves as an accurate index to numerous

pathological facts. Again ; the student of

comparative anatomy hears of an extinct

animal called ichthyosaurus. If he be un-

acquainted with Greek, the name is speedily
swept from his memory. But if he be

aware that means &laquo; fish, and 
a lizard, he remembers the term by its appli-
cability to the fact which it denotes, and so
not only retains with facility the term

"ichthyosaurus," but knows also that the

animal to which it is applied has an organi-
sation in some respects intermediate be-

tween that of a fish and a lizard. It is

needless to multiply instances.
With respect to Latin, that language is

by far less essential to science in an etymo-

logical point of view ; yet even in that light
it possesses some importance. The only
truly classical writer on medicine in the Latin

language is CELSUS, yet the ability to peruse
even his works in the original is valuable.

Even the wretched compitations of ScRiBO-
mus and MARCELLUS contain some things
that are not altogether unworthy of notice
in the Latin. However this may be, that

language has long been, and, from its terse-
ness and perspicuity, will probably long
continue, to a certain extent, to be the com-
mon language of the learned throughout
Europe, and surely it is a just object of
ambition in our own profession to rank with
the first classes in point of acquirements,
both for the purpose of scientific communi-

cation and on the score of accomplishment.
Thirdly, how far does the study of the

classical languages and literature prepare
the mind for the reception of medical science,
and the practice of the medical art ?
This question does not admit of illustra-

tions so strict as the two preceding, because
it it is less particular in its bearings. But

when we contemplate the serenity of mind
that is inseparable from the worthy pursuit
of classical antiquity, the calmness of in-

tellect when reposing in the stillness of by-

gone ages, and communing with vast minds
which worked, alike unaided by the know.

ledge and untinctured with the errors which
since, though they have urged on, have also
encumbered the progress of human thought,
we must at once recognise the beneficial

influence of such lore in preparing the mind
for a lofty and generous pursuit. And such

is medicine, despite the dishonour that is

heaped upon it by ignorance, knavery,
and narrow-mindednessby the " heads of
the profession," the tramplers on its rights,
the misrepresenters of its character! The

study of the classics has an influence on the
mind that is highly favourable to the recep-
tion of universal science, and of medicine
as a part of universal science. Although
classical literature can generate no direct

aptitude for the practice of an art, yet the
acuteness and readiness of mind that are

required for the philological exercises which
are inseparable from the pursuit of that

literature, are very serviceable towards

ensuring proficiency in an art which calls

such qualities into play, and, consequently,
are favourable, in no small degree, to the
practice of medicine, which, of all arts, de-
mands the most vivid, various, and extempo.
raneous exercise of the mental powers.

THE MEDICAL SOCIETIES OF
LONDON.

THE session of the metropolitan medical
societies, 1842-3, has closed. Have they
afforded any assistance to practitioners, or
fairly advanced medical science? Our

pages have contained copious accounts of
the proceedings of the four principal
societies, the Medico-Chirurgical, the Lon-
don, the Westminster, and the Medico-
Botanical. We take them in this order.

Objections have existed for a very long
time with respect to the reading of the papers
by the secretaries of the Medico-Chirurgi-
cal Society. During the last seven years
one or two of those functionaries have taken
so much interest in their labours as to

peruse the papers previous to reading them
before the society, and then have managed
to give to the audience a tolerably correct
account of what the authors have written.


